The Cell Phone
By

Jenn Charl ene Jacobsen

ggﬁ%rkggﬁlggélJacobsen j enn. charl ene. j acobsen@mai | . com



FADE | N:

EXT. QUTSI DE LI LYS APARTMENT - DAY

LILY, a pretty girl in her 20's, wal ks al ong a sidewal k
t owar ds her nodern car

She spots a cell phone on the sidewal k. The cell phone
di spl ays "12789".

She grabs the cell phone and drives to work.

I NT. LI QUOR/ GROCERY STORE - EVEN NG

She works her shift and on her way hone stops to buy sone
Wi ne.

As she pays for her wine, she decides to purchase a lottery
ticket and has the idea to play the nunbers on the cel
phone she found.

| NT. I NSIDE LILYS APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Lily sits on her couch watching tel evision.

A conmmerci al pops on the tel evision about the w nning
| ottery nunbers

insert slide "The w nning nunbers for the North Carolina
|ottery are: 1 27 8 9 0"

Lily | ooks at the nunbers on the television then races to
the kitchen to get her lottery ticket.

She doubl e checks the nunbers then realizes she won.

LILY
Ch ny god!

Lily keeps checking the nunbers agai nst the nunbers on the
screen and she starts crying.

She races to her purse to grab her cell phone and calls her
Mom

LILY
Momi | hit the lottery for 3.5
mllion dollars.



LILY S MOM
You’' re ki dding ne.
LILY
| can’t believe it nyself Mom |
hit it.
LILY S MOM
Stop pulling ny |eg.
LILY

Mom | really did.

They both start crying on the tel ephone

I NT. LOTTERY OFFI CE - DAY

Lily excitedly waits in the Iine and finally presents her
ticket to the cashier

The cashier runs the ticket then asks Lily to cone in the
back room

| NT. BACK ROOM CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

A man in a suit, BILL, greets Lily and takes her into the
conference room

He hands her sone forns for the IRS and for the state
| ottery comm ssion.

Bl LL
Pl ease fill out these forns and we
can process your claimand get you
your check.

Lily fills out the forns.

Bl LL
You have the option of a |unp sum
payout, or annual paynments. You
wi |l have to discount your claim by
40 percent for the |unp sum paynent
or you can get a full payout over
20 annual paynents.

LILY
Oh | unp sum for sure.



Bl LL
Alright, just let me enter this in
the system

Bill types on the conputer and soon a whirring sound cones
fromthe printer
Bill walks to the printer and retrieves her check and hands
it to Lily.
Bl LL
Congratul ations Lily.
Bill hands over the check and Lily's eyes get really w de.
insert graphic of check "1.4 mllion dollars"
LILY
Oh ny god!
Bl LL
|s there a problemLily?
LILY
No, |’ve just never seen a check

that big before, especially to ne.

Bl LL
We actually offer financial
gui dance counseling to new lottery
W nners.

LILY
No t hanks.

I NT. I NSIDE LILYS APARTMENT - DAY

Lily sits on her couch and sighs while her cell phone is in
her hand.

She sighs deeply again and begi ns dialing.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Stevens and Stevens, how may |
direct your call?

LILY
M ke Stevens please, tell himlLily
Thomas i s calling.



RECEPTI ONI ST
Pl ease hold while | connect you.

Lily types in a few keys on her cell phone and her eyes
bri ght en.

insert slide "Community Bank, Lily Thomas: Bal ance
1, 399, 956. 45"

M KE STEVENS
Hello Lily, where are you today, we
need you in the office.

LILY
|”ve decided to quit M ke.

M KE STEVENS
Vll, I"'msorry to hear that Lily.
You' ve done a fine job for us here
and everyone |ikes you.

LILY
A new chapter has been created in
ny life and I’ no | onger be

enpl oyed there effective
i mredi atel y.

M KE STEVENS
Lily, we would |ike you to at | east
give us two weeks notice before
| eaving our |aw firm

LILY
| know and |’ m sorry about the
abrupt departure, but it’s
necessary. Good luck in you
endeavors.

Lily hangs up the phone.

LILY
Yes!

Lily pulls a fist down out of the air

EXT. LILY ON A BI NGE - DAY

A nontage of Lily buying expensive jewelry, clothes, and
cars and then wasting noney on ganbling and drugs.

A further nontage of Lily engaging in drunken prom scuous
sex wth several partners.



A notice on Lily's apartnment headlines, "EVICTI ON NOTI CE"

EXT. LILY ASLEEP IN AN ALLEY - N GHT
Lily sleeps next to the dunpsters in a dimy lit alley.
The jewelry store that she spent so much noney is next door.

Lily shivers as she sl eeps in garbage.

EXT. LILY AWAKES TO COPS - NI GHT
A cop taps Lily on the shoul der.

coP
Wake up! Wake up before | take you
to jail for vagrancy.

LILY
mm Huh?

Lily lifts her head fromthe pavenent and squi nts her eyes
at the cop.

LILY
What’ s goi ng on. Where am|l?

CcoP
You' re sleeping in a dangerous
all ey. Wake up and nove al ong young
| ady before | arrest you.
LILY
Pl ease don’t arrest ne. |'m
| eavi ng.

Lily gets up and exits the alley as the cop watches.

EXT. LILY WALKS | NTO A NEWWORLD - DAY

Lily wal ks down the street at sunrise.

The beautiful sunrise glistens off the buil dings.

She sees the booze bottles overflow ng the garbage cans.

Lily wal ks past the vagrants sleeping in the alleys just as
she was.

She takes a mrror out of her purse and | ooks at herself.



In the mrror, Lily looks dirty, hair tangled, m ssing an
earring, eyes red.

Lily looks up fromthe mrror and an older car with a
handsome man, PHIL, is there.

PHI L
Good norning Ma’am Can | hel p you
any way?

LILY

| need a ride.

PHI L
Sure thing. Hop in.

LILY
| need a ride to ny Monis house. My
father is a police officer.

PHI L
Honey, don’t worry. |I’mjust trying
to hel p you out.

LILY
Ok, but don’t you try anything
because ny father is well connected
and you will go down.

PHI L
Rel ax and junp in. Were to?

LI LY
45t h street and Monroe

PHI L
Sure thing. So tell nme about your
situation and why you are down here
in this bad part of town.

LILY
Well, I hit the lottery and then
| spent 1.4 mllion dollars on
frivol ous things that neant nothing
inlife. I was sleeping in an alley
just before you picked ne up.

PHI L
Did you | earn anything?

LILY
| discovered | can’t handl e noney.

Lilly giggles.



PHI L
You're | esson is nuch deeper than
that. There is far nore to life
than jewels, clothes, and cars
sweeti e.

LILY
| also | earned that the hard way.

The car stops at 45th street and Monroe

PHI L
Vel l, here we are.

LILY
| really want to thank you. You
saved ne.

PHI L
You' re quite wel cone. One nore
thing. I"'ma very wealthy man and |

love to nake a difference in
people’s lives when | can. Here's a
check for 1.4 mllion dollars.

Don’t worry, it’s good. | want you
to have anot her chance with the
noney.

LI LY

You are kidding nme. You don’'t | ook
rich. You re clothes are average
and this car is an ol der nodel.

PHI L
Exactly how | got wealthy ny dear.
Now t ake the noney and go do
sonet hing so neaningful in life,
your name will live on long after
you are gone.

Lily' s eyes tear up.

LILY
You are serious. This is
unbel i evabl e.

PHI L
Go now sweetie and rmake it happen.
When | read about you in the
newspaper 1’1l get in contact with
you for our next project.

Lily gets out of the car and Phil drives off.



Lily’s mouth is half open. She is puzzled as she slowy
| ooks around her front yard.

She | ooks at the check, cries, and goes in her house.

I NT LILY OFFI CE - DAY

In a cranped, dinply lit office, Lily talks on the
t el ephone.

LILY
Yes sir. 1'd like to inquire about
the storefront for rent on 45th.

MAN ON PHONE
It’s 400 a nonth not including
utilities. First and last to get
goi ng, one year |ease.

LILY

|'’d like to come and | ook at it.
MAN ON PHONE

Sure. The address is 712 45th. The

tenant next door will let you in.
LILY

Great. Have a good day, bye.

MAN ON PHONE
Bye.

Lily wites some information on a paper then dials the phone
agai n.

LI LY
H. I'd like to | ook at the
storefront for rent on Monroe.

MAN 2 ON THE PHONE
The one for 450 a nont h?

LILY
Yes sir.

MAN 2 ON THE PHONE
The address is 38 Monroe. 1’1l put
the key in the mail box.

LILY
Thank you. 1’1l be by to look at it
t hi s norni ng.



Lily wites sonme nore information on a paper and puts it in
her purse.

EXT. LILYS POSSI BLE STOREFRONT 45TH - DAY

Lily wal ks up to 45th street storefront.

The tenant next door conmes out and lets Lily inside.

The front wi ndows are cracked, graffiti litters the walls on
the inside. There is dust everywhere.

Lily I eaves.

EXT. LILYS PCSSI BLE STOREFRONT MONROE - DAY

Lily wal ks up to the Monroe storefront.

She gets the key fromthe mail box and opens the shop.
Bri ght sunshine streans through the |arge w ndows.
Fresh paint glistens and the hardwood fl oors shi ne.

Lily smles, closes her eyes, and breathes deep.

I NT. LILYS SOQUP KI TCHEN - DAY

A hand painted sign outside a snall storefront reads "Lily’s
Soup Kitchen".

Aline of nmen in dirty, tattered clothing wait wwth bows in
hand.

Lily ladles up Potato Onion soup froma |arge pot.
A man in a suit and tie goes to the front of the Iine.

NEWSPAPER REPORTER
H ma’am | fromthe | ocal
newspaper and |I'd like to talk with
t he owner.

LILY
That’' s ne.

NEWSPAPER REPORTER
|’d like to do an interview with
you for an article I'mwiting
about honel essness in our city.



FADE QOUT:

LILY
|’ mtoo busy today. We have |ots of
mouths to feed. | can give you 30

m nutes tonorrow at about 10 am
[t’'s in between breakfast
and | unch.

NEWSPAPER REPORTER
Perfect. See you tonorrow at 10 am

10.



